




















Multi-Modal Transportation Study for Effingham County

Chapter 6. Recommended Projects and Policies

Transit Recommendations

The Coastal Georgia RDC has applied for federal funding and, if funding is received, will operate transit
on a regional basis based on a feasibility and implementation study performed over the last three years.
They are thus responsible for procuring vehicles and defining routes, headways, fares, and other
operating characteristics. The recommendations here serve to supplement their analysis in reference to
Effingham County, and help County officials and interested parties determine where different types of
transit services might be most helpful.

Though there are not enough population or employment concentrations in Effingham County at present
to support high-frequency fixed-route local circulator buses, both commuter programs and paratransit
services are likely to be feasible. Vanpools and peak-hour express buses could be used to assist
commuters in getting back and forth to work. Vanpools must be arranged between groups of
employees, whereas express buses or shuttles would serve a more generalized labor force. Both types of
transit could utilize park-and-ride lots as common pick-up/drop-off points. There are two existing park-
and-ride lots in the county; three more (two in Rincon, one in Eden) are recommended to provide
additional support to ridesharing commuters. If fixed-route peak-hour transit were implemented in the
future, potential highway-based express routes that stop at park-and-ride lots have been identified.

An arguably more pressing need in Effingham is for demand-response paratransit that provides door-to-
door service between residences and destinations such as hospitals, grocery stores, and other
community facilities. Although available to anyone, paratransit is typically targeted towards disabled and
elderly populations. Hybrid services such as route-based paratransit (demand-response transit within a
particular geography or distance from a defined route) are also an option. To assist in defining potential
paratransit service areas, a planning exercise was undertaken to identify census blockgroups with higher
than average concentrations (compared to other rural Georgia counties) of low-income, elderly, and
non-white residents, as these populations display a greater propensity for transit usage. There are also a
number of disabled individuals who live throughout the county; in absolute numbers they are likely to be
found in areas of concentrated population such as the cities and southern part of the county.

Figure 6.5 depicts the locations of the two current and three proposed park-and-ride lots and three
potential commuter routes between Effingham and Chatham County. The previous Figure 4.8 shows
blockgroups with above average percentages of likely transit users, which could serve as a launching
point to identify likely service areas. Ultimately, citizen requests to the Coastal Georgia RDC as regional
paratransit operations get underway will reveal where and what type of demand-response services are
most needed.
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