











Multi-Modal Transportation Study for Effingham County

Chapter 5. Existing and Future Conditions Analysis
Road Surface and Bridge Conditions

ROAD SURFACE

Slightly less than two-thirds of Effingham County’s roads are paved. 128 centerline miles of roads are
dirt, while an additional 71 miles are covered in ash. As traffic volume has increased in parts of the county
from population growth, ash and dirt roads have become more difficult to maintain. Future development
and freight movement will necessitate the paving of ash and more heavily traveled dirt roads,
particularly in southern Effingham. Areas of northern Effingham, where connectivity between paved
roads is limited, will also need to resurface some roads in order to better accommodate residents and
emergency vehicles. Improved pavement conditions will help in terms of safety, as well as continuing

maintenance responsibilities. Figure 5.7 displays the surface status of Effingham’s roads.

BRIDGES

There are 72 bridges in Effingham, 36 of which are maintained by the county. Keeping bridges in good
condition is important for safety as well as to avoid delays created by diversions when bridges are closed
or have weight limit postings. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) established the National
Bridge Inventory (NBI) to monitor the condition of bridges on public roads. The NBI identifies bridge
characteristics including age, sufficiency and composition. The National Bridge Inspection Standards
require that all bridges carrying public roads be inspected and evaluated for safety biennially.
Additionally, each bridge must be rated for its safe load capacity. If the maximum legal load exceeds the
operating load, the bridge must be immediately strengthened, closed, or posted.

The calculated NBI sufficiency rating, on a scale of 0 to 100, is indicative of the fitness of the bridge to
remain in service. A rating of 50 or less signifies that a bridge structure is eligible to receive funding for
near-term replacement. The general characteristics and sufficiency ratings of county bridges is shown in
Table 5.3. Overall, Effingham’s 72 bridges have an average sufficiency rating of 87.2. Prioritization of
repairs and allocation of moneys (a lump sum is usually set aside for maintenance) is conducted by
county officials.
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